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he acknowledges that in one respect these uni-
versities excel.    "Their division of the academ-
ical   year   into   one   session   and    one   recess"
seemed to   him   " better   accommodated   to the
present state   of  life  than  that variegation   of
time by terms and vacations, derived from dis-
tant  centuries, in  which  it was probably con-
venient,    and   still   continued   in   the   English
universities.      So   many   solid   months   as   the
Scottish system of education joins together allow
and encourage a plan for each part of the year;
but   with us  in  England,   he  that  has settled
himself to study in the college is soon tempted
into the country, and he that has adjusted his
life in the country is soon summoned back to his
college."    This vacation in Scotland also secures
for professors, who have to act as tutors as well
as lecturers during the session, time needed for
spiritual recreation,  and for fulfilling their  im-
portant   duty   of  extending   the   boundary   of
knowledge, by original  research in the  depart-
ments which they profess.     This is overlooked
by utilitarian critics, who demand a tale of visible
work that can be measured arithmetically, and
who   regard   the   invisible    operations    of   the
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